
Dear Families, 

The past month has been very busy at Michael Cranny, both inside and outside the 

classroom. Inside all classrooms, students have begun their Term 2 work with a special 

focus on communicating their thinking orally and in writing in all areas of the curriculum, 

as well as applying their learning to real-world contexts. Students have been integrating 

literacy and the arts across the curriculum, as exemplified by our Grade 8 History 

Drama performance where students wrote, designed and acted out scenes represent-

ing important turning points in Canadian history. To celebrate and learn about our 

French culture, all students in grades one to eight participated in Le Carnaval this past 

month, which integrated French language, arts and physical activity. Bravo! 

There have also been many exciting learning opportunities beyond the classroom 

walls.  Some of these include Computer Club, Best Buddies, Glee Club, Debate Club, 

Student Lunch Monitors and our student council’s global initiative in supporting Plan 

Canada.  The energy and enthusiasm of our students and staff is so evident in the hall-

ways, on the announcements and in all of our common learning areas around the 

school.  We can’t wait to continue the journey with Book Swap, Read-a-thon and 

Games Night coming this month! 

For those parents with children in grades 3 and/or 6, please note that your child will be 

participating in the grade 3 and 6 standards based assessment, known as EQAO. This 

year students will be participating in the assessment between May 25th to June 8th. 

Please ensure that you don’t book any family holidays and/or medical appointments 

during this time. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school. As 

many parents and educators are aware, EQAO assessments are used in schools to 

plan for continuous student improvement in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy. The 

school based results assist in developing goals for improvement, namely by targeting 

areas in the curriculum which may require additional focus. At Michael Cranny, we con-

tinue to demonstrate improvement in our academic performance!  

The staffing process for the 2016-2017 school year is well underway. As part of this 

planning process, it is very important that you communicate with your child’s teacher 

and the office if you plan to move, resulting in a possible change of school. Staffing of 

schools is based on specific numbers of students expected to attend. This includes stu-

dents registering for Kindergarten. As a result, if you are aware of a family friend 

and/or neighbour that reside in our enrolment area, please encourage them to register 

at Michael Cranny for the Full Day Every Day Kindergarten Program. Parents with a 

child born in 2012 are encouraged to register as soon as possible for Junior Kindergar-

ten starting in September.  

As a reminder, March Break extends from Monday, March 14th to Friday, March 18th. 

The first day back is Monday, March 21st.  The following week, school will be closed for 

Good Friday on March 25th and Easter Monday on March 28th.  On behalf of the staff, 

we hope that you and your family have a safe, relaxing and fun-filled break.  

 

Dennis Rossi            Orlie Soroka                                                                                              
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Parent Information 

Stay Healthy  

Student absences have increased recently within several schools in York Region, related to ill-

nesses with respiratory and enteric symptoms. 

To protect staff, students and families from getting ill, remember to: 

 Stay at home when you are sick, and keep your child home if they are sick 

 Keep healthy by eating healthy foods, being physically active and ensuring your immuniza-

tions are up-to-date, including the seasonal flu shot 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer when 

soap and water are not available 

 Cough and sneeze into your sleeve or a tissue, not your hand, and throw away used tis-

sues immediately 

 Avoid touching your face 

 Clean and disinfect common surfaces 

Symptoms of respiratory and/or enteric illness can include: 

 Headache 

 Chills 

 Fever (over 38 degrees Celsius or 100 degrees Fahrenheit) 

 Muscle aches and fatigue 

 Runny nose 

 Sneezing 

 Sore throat 

 Watery eyes 

 Loss of appetite 

 Nausea and vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

If you or your child are sick and do not improve, contact your health care provider. 

Many viruses are commonly active at this time of year, for example norovirus and influenza (flu). 

Both viruses are very contagious and can be spread by contact with contaminated surfaces, such 

as door knobs or eating utensils. For more information, read the norovirus and flu fact sheets online 

at the following links: 

Norovirus fact sheet 

Flu fact sheet 

Welcome to Kindergarten 

for new Kindergarten students beginning in September 2016 

 

Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2016 

Time: 8:45am-10:00am 

Place: Michael Cranny Gym 

 

http://bit.ly/YRnorovirus
http://bit.ly/YRflufacts


Our school council is excited to announce our first annual  

Family Fun and Fitness Night 

June 2, 2016 

Families will have an opportunity to engage in a variety of fun                              

activities together, with a focus on fitness, health and nutrition. 
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Parent Information 

School Council 
 

Join us for school council next month on  

Wednesday, March 30th at 7:00pm 

in the library. 

 

Save the Date 

Arts Night 

April 28, 2016 

 

Save the Date 

Family Games 

Night 

March 31, 2016 

Save the Dates! 

Returning to Michael Cranny this year… 

Spring Read-a-thon! 

Over the March Break, March 12th - 20th, students will be asked to commit to reading for a grade-

specific amount of time.  By asking parents, family and friends if they will pledge money towards 

their reading time, students will raise money to purchase resources that support student achieve-

ment.  For every $2 of pledge money that the students raise, they will receive a ballot that they can 

use for a chance to win some great prizes! 

 

Prizes this year include a blue 16GB iPod Touch and BB-8 remote control toy! 

 

Let’s get reading Michael Cranny! 
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Positive Climates for Learning 

A Historical Night 
 
Congratulations to the grade 8 students and staff for an outstanding performance of our Grade 8 
History curriculum!  During this project, which lasted from early 
December to February, the grade 8 classes learned a lot about 
collaboration and working together despite their differences. Sub-
sequently, the two classes developed closer relationships as stu-
dents overcame numerous challenges and difficulties. There was 
also growth in academic aspects, such as writing skills. Every 
group matured and produced an amazing finished product as a 
result of an exceptional bonding experience. It was extremely fun and moving to see every group 
work together as a team. 

Debate Club 
Michael Cranny is proud to announce that we have started our first ever de-
bate club! We are currently holding auditions. After the March Break, around 
16 of our chosen grade 7s and 8s will meet Mondays at lunch recess. We will 
be following the British Parliamentary debate style. This will be an amazing 
and enjoyable opportunity to learn how to comfortably perform public speak-
ing and effectively put forth opinions. We know that Cranny's first Debate 
Club will be a blast! 

- Maryam, Jessica and Sherry 

Le Carnaval 

 The 2016 Carnaval at Michael Cranny was truly an en-
joyable experience. There were loads of exciting and fun-filled 
activities for all ages. The activities included Marionette doll 
making, relay races, floor hockey, and much much more! Stu-
dents were split up into groups where they could get a chance 
to socialize with students from other grades and classes. Kids 
were also given pastries and hot chocolate. To add to the fes-
tivities, Bonhomme Carnaval paid a surprise visit!!! Aside from 
the activities, the Carnival was mainly to celebrate our French 
culture. Here at Cranny, we believe that French is just as im-
portant as any other subject. We really enjoyed this experience 
and we would like to thank all who made this year’s Carnaval 
possible! Special thanks to Mme. Fernandes and Mme. Russo, 
our wonderful teachers and our fellow intermediate students 
who helped make this event possible! This year’s Carnaval 
was a huge success! 

                                                                                                                   
-Aditya and William 



Michael Cranny E.S.                      Page 5 

Positive Climates for Learning 

 

March’s Eco - theme:  

Turn off computers when not in use! 

Heart and Stroke Update 

The heart and stroke event was a big hit at Michael Cranny. A presentation took place to raise 
awareness about heart disease and stroke. The presentation included many things such as talking 
about causes, victims, and ways to prevent it. At the end everyone was sent home with pledge 
forms to raise money for the foundation. Soon after, there was a jump rope for heart 
event on February 12th, 2016. During this event students in kindergarten to grade 
eight participated in skip rope activities. This was to help all students become more 
active, which is one way to help prevent heart disease and stroke. At the end of the 
day, all students had fun skipping to their favorite music. We all had fun while being 
healthy and active. Michael Cranny did a great job raising money. So far we have 
raised over 800 dollars for the heart and stroke foundation online. Thanks for all the 
support Cranny! 

Best Buddies at Michael Cranny! 

Our Best Buddies program is well underway with buddies meeting every few weeks to learn more 

about each other.  Did you know that March is officially Best Buddies month?  To celebrate our bud-

dies will enjoy a lunchtime together in the gym playing some of their favourite games.  Students will 

hear all about Best Buddies on our morning announcements as well.  Take a look at the Best Bud-

dies pledge which outlines our core beliefs about inclusion and friendship. 

Michael Cranny’s Glee Club 

Many of our talented musicians have started showcasing their vocal tal-
ents with Michael Cranny's first Glee Club.  Students have been practising 
and eagerly rehearsing to perform for ARTS Night coming up in 
April.  Their dedication and musicality is astounding!  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=jump+rope+for+heart+graphic&view=detailv2&&id=D9B290172D12ADB1EEA4FE2561159B34259D87B5&selectedIndex=0&ccid=lD%2bCXZao&simid=607999441090052477&thid=OIP.M943f825d96a8bb02ee47f94eb86f2e9bH0


M a r c h  2 0 1 6  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

Good Friday 

No School 

26 

27 28 

 

Easter Monday 

No School 

29 30 

 

School Council 

7pm 

31 

 

Family 

Games Night 

  

Will your child be late or absent? 

Be sure to call the school before 8:10 a.m.  to 

let us know.   

You can also leave a                         

message anytime at                      

(905) 832-4922                                      

in the attendance mailbox. 

 

Coming in April...   

 April 7  -  Arts Night 

 April 5, 12, 19 - Gr 3’s Swim to Survive   

 May 6 - PA Day No School  *NEW 

 

 Follow Us @michaelcrannyes    

March Break and Read-a-thon 

Book 

Swap:                                  

Shopping                     

Day 

Book Swap: Bring in Books 


